Donald A. Wilson
November 26, 1930 - September 23, 2020

Donald A. Wilson, age 89, of Royal Oak, Michigan (formerly of San Carlos, California),
passed away September 23, 2020. Don was born on November 26, 1930 in Royal Oak to
the late Robert Thomas Wilson and Matilda Kerr Wilson.
Don was a dear friend and special uncle. As a 1949 graduate of Royal Oak High School,
he never failed to keep in touch with his beloved lifelong friends. Don worked in the
insurance industry for decades. He began as a mail clerk, working in the historic
Maccabees Building in Detroit until he moved out West in the 1950's. He was employed in
various roles, until a position came along at American President's Line. Don was
employed there until 1975, where he worked for California Casualty until his retirement in
1993. At work, he was a programmer in the early days of computer data using languages
such as Autocode, FORTRAN, Comtran/Cobol, Basic, Pascal, and Forth, to name a few.
Don enjoyed all people, and continued making new friends until the end of his life. Don
traveled around the world, and had a special smile whenever he shared his memories of
Spain and Hawaii. In 2014, after many years in sunny San Carlos, CA, he made his way
back home to reside in Royal Oak, Michigan, to age with family. In this decision, he gave
his big brother, Robert "Pete" Wilson's family and other family members a great gift: All
were able to enjoy his wonderful sense of humor and witness his bravery in the face of
adversity.
Don is survived by his sister, Nancy Perkins, and his nieces and nephews: Robert
(Patricia) Wilson, Beth Wilson (Pete O'Leary), Jim (Sarah) Wilson, Lori (Kory) Musket,
Lisa Wilson (Dan Dobie), Laura Mitchum, and two additional generations of nieces and
nephews. He is further survived by his close friend, Sally Gibson, as well as Kelly Micale
and Christine Gibson, to whom Don was an attentive Godfather. Don was predeceased by
his parents, his other siblings: Eva Wilson Tromble, Mary Johnson Potter, Elsie Johnson
Church, and Robert T Wilson, as well as his nephew, Russell P. Wilson.
A private memorial service for the family will be held at Greenfield Presbyterian Church,
Berkley, Michigan, where donations may be sent in Don's memory.

Please share a memory on the Tribute Wall at http://www.SullivanFuneralDirectors.com .

Comments

“

My Uncle Don was a kind man who never failed to send me a card on my birthday as
a kid. (Always humorous ) The card also never failed to have a little fun cash in it!
He carried on this tradition with my son Cooper although he only had the opportunity
to meet him a handful of times. I am sad I didn't get to spend more time with him
once he moved back to Michigan but I know he brought lots of light and love to my
Michigan family. RIP Uncle Don!

Chris Wilson - September 28, 2020 at 07:52 PM

“

Uncle Don will be missed in our prayer circle at the 9 oclock service at Greenfield
Pres,

Bill and Barb Paulson
Bill and Barb Paulson - September 26, 2020 at 04:50 PM

“

I am very sorry for your loss of "Uncle Don". He was a great man and a very good
friend to me. I will miss His hugs and the time that we talked . Now He can run and
be with Jesus in Heaven. I will keep the family in my prayers. Carole Vogt

Carole vogt - September 25, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

Susan & Patricia Bakke purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Donald
A. Wilson.

Susan & Patricia Bakke - September 25, 2020 at 01:10 PM

