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 Barbara Ella Talley passed away peacefully on her 94th birthday, May 4,
2025. Born in Cedarville, Michigan, Barbara grew up in Detroit and graduated
from Pershing High School. She was the beloved daughter of the late Eva
Mae (Leach) Burns and Roy Trask Burns. 

 Barb married her grade school sweetheart, the late Archibald Lee Talley. She
was the cherished mother of Susan Ann Talley (Joseph F. Olesnavage) of
Ferndale, MI, and the late Dennis Lee Talley. She was a proud and loving
grandmother to Nicolle Lynn Talley of Clawson, MI; Neil Patrick Talley of
Carmel, IN; Jason Norman Olesnavage (Erin Conroy) of Chicago, IL; and Katy
(Patrick) Barrett of Torrance, CA. Her legacy also lives on through her great-
grandchildren: Hunter Lee Talley of Carmel, IN; Emilia Ann and Laine Marie
Olesnavage of Chicago, IL; and Archer Jason Barrett of Torrance, CA. 

 Feisty, strong, and beautiful, Barb brought joy and energy to every room. She
had a passion for life that was infectious—always encouraging those around
her to stop what you are doing and dance. Her warmth, wit, and wisdom made
her a treasured mentor, friend, and the life of every gathering. 

 An avid golfer, Barb continued to play in a league until the age of 90. She also
loved cards, especially pinochle and euchre—spending countless happy
hours playing cards with family and friends and in card clubs. Casinos held a
special place in her heart, as did her favorite treat: soft chocolate ice cream



topped with potato chips—a family tradition she happily passed down. 
 Barb shared many adventures with her husband, including motorcycle trips

and cheering him on during ice racing events on Lake St. Clair...even while
their young son, Dennis, proudly rode in the sidecar. 
Barb was cool, fun, and truly a pleasure to visit with. She lived her life fully
and taught us all to do the same. She will be deeply missed and forever
celebrated. 

 

Visitation will be held on Friday, May 9, 2025, from 3:00 PM to 8:00 PM
(Family Hour: 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM) at Sullivan & Son Funeral Directors, 8459
Hall Road, Utica, MI. A second visitation will take place Saturday, May 10,
2025, from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, followed by the Funeral Service at 10:30 AM
at the funeral home. A luncheon will follow. 

 Interment will be at White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery, 621 W Long Lake,
Troy, MI, with a graveside service at 2:00 PM.



Cemetery Details

White Chapel Memorial Cemetery

621 W. Long Lake Road
Troy, MI 48098

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 9. 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Wm Sullivan and Son Funeral Home
8459 Hall Road
Utica, MI 48317
(586) 731-2411
utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/

Visitation

MAY 10. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (ET)

Wm Sullivan and Son Funeral Home
8459 Hall Road
Utica, MI 48317
(586) 731-2411
utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/

mailto:utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/
mailto:utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/


Funeral Service

MAY 10. 10:30 AM (ET)

Wm Sullivan and Son Funeral Home
8459 Hall Road
Utica, MI 48317
(586) 731-2411
utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/

Burial

MAY 10. 2:00 PM (ET)

White Chapel Memorial Cemetery
621 W. Long Lake Road
Troy, MI 48098

mailto:utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/


Tribute Wall
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Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Directors - May 10, 2025 at 09:26 AM

Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Directors created a Tribute Video in
memory of Barbara Ella Talley

Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Directors - May 06, 2025 at 04:06 PM

Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Directors created a Webcast in
memory of Barbara Ella Talley

Edward M. - May 09, 2025 at 09:05 AM

Edward M. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Barbara Ella
Talley.







RW

NT

May 09, 2025 at 08:52 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Barbara Ella Talley.

May 09, 2025 at 08:52 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Barbara Ella Talley.

Roberta Young, Diane and Emma Wessels - May 08, 2025 at
12:46 PM

Roberta Young, Diane and Emma Wessels
purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for the
family of Barbara Ella Talley.

Nicolle T - May 07, 2025 at 06:16 PM

I will miss my Grandma Barbara immensely. The solace I have is
knowing that she lived a long life and made an impact on so many
people. 94 years! Well done, Grandma. Love you.

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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May 07, 2025 at 06:36 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Barbara Ella Talley.

May 07, 2025 at 06:36 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Barbara Ella Talley.

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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