Bernadette Joan Kurkowski
October 11, 1946 - November 29, 2021

Bernadette Joan Kurkowski, age 75, resident of Royal Oak, MI, passed away
in the early morning of November 29, 2021. She was born in Pontiac, Ml on
October 11, 1946 to the late William and Helen Kurkowski. Bernadette was
also preceded in death by her brother Lester Kurkowski, her dear sister
Delores Dwyer, and longtime partner, Herman “Willie” Landt. She is survived
by her loving sister Loretta Reid, her nephews Victor Reid, William Dwyer, and
Michael Dwyer; her nieces Pamela (Reid) Williams, Cheryl (Reid) Southern,
Kathleen (Dwyer) Sanchez, Jean, Laura, and Elaine; as well as several great
nieces and nephews.

A positive, spiritual, and independent woman, “Bernie” was a world traveler,
precinct delegate, and one-time bar owner. In recent years, Bernadette
devoted her time to the Catholic Church, working from home, and living a
simpler life. She cherished family and friends, and never arrived at a social
occasion empty-handed. Dessert or a bottle of wine came with her to holiday
gatherings, and she was always dressed to impress.

She graduated Troy high school in 1964. She traveled the world and even flew
on the Concorde to London. She worked as a manager for area businesses,
including Hotel St. Regis Detroit and the Troy Somerset Inn. Bernadette was
an admirer of the arts and was a longtime supporter of the Detroit Institute of
Arts (DIA), the Detroit Symphony Orchestra (DSO), local theatre, and more.



Detroit bar-goers of the 1980s and 1990s may recall Bernie and Willie owned
and ran Alvin’s Finer Delicatessen and Twilight Bar on Cass, near Wayne
State University, which hosted musicians from around town and around the
world.

Bernadette connected with people — from the homeless to the well-to-do and
from local artists to global icons, she fit in and celebrated life. Now her family
and friends celebrate her eclectic and cultured life of laughter and luxury, to
what became a more sincere and simpler life of faith and forgiveness.

Funeral Mass will take place on Wednesday, December 1, at 10:00 a.m.
(visitation 9:30) at Assumption Grotto Church, 13770 Gratiot Ave, Detroit.

Burial will follow at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Southfield.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Bernadette's memory to
Assumption Grotto Church in Detroit.

Share a memory at www.SullivanFuneralDirectors.com.



Cemetery Details

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

25800 W. 10 Mile Road
10 Mile Road @ Beech Road
Southfield, Ml 48033

Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 1. 9:30 AM (ET)

Assumption Grotto Catholic Church
13770 Gratiot Avenue
Detroit, Ml 48205

Funeral Mass

DEC 1. 10:00 AM (ET)

Assumption Grotto Catholic Church
13770 Gratiot Avenue
Detroit, Ml 48205



Tribute Wall

My husband and | were next door neighbors of Bernadette's in
Royal Oak for many years. We enjoyed each other's company when
we visited as neighbors do. We also happened to mention a place
for rent in Royal Oak when Bernadette was looking to move and she
told us how happy she was living there. That made us feel good.
Bernadette, at one time, had told us she had owned a bar. She just
appeared to be a well-rounded person, full of interesting insights.
We are so sorry that we did not know about Bernadette's passing
until this past Sunday. Well, Bernadette, we are paying you our
respects now and are thinking that you are now home for
Christmas. Our sympathy to your family.

Maureen Kennedy and David Reed
Maureen A. Kennedy - December 22, 2021 at 08:51 AM
Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was

purchased for the family of Bernadette Joan
Kurkowski.

November 30, 2021 at 12:34 AM


https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My aunt was funny. We called her "Great Aunt Bernadette" before
she had great nieces and nephews - she was great in many ways.
She spent her early years in the Rochester Area and loved visiting
her family in Rochester Hills throughout her life.

She never went to college but was the most educated and cultured
person in the family. A fantastic memory allowed her to learn and
retain information about the arts, music, literature, and religion. She
lived life in the moment however, and it took time to pull those
memories out. But when she shared, we found her a wealth of
knowledge, a family history data base, and adventurous soul -- and
now that marvelous mind is gone.

May your spirit travel to happier places Great Aunt Bernadette.

~Michael Dwyer

Michael Dwyer - November 29, 2021 at 07:47 PM



