
Jay S. Holland
November 16, 1928 - June 15, 2016

Jay S. Holland of Oak Park, Michigan, considered by many "the father of
Detroit sculpture," died June 15, 2016. A recipient of many awards, including
the Michigan Creative Artists Grant, Holland was a maestro on Detroit's arts
scene for more than six decades. 

 

Born in 1928 to Wesley and June Ballantine Holland, he grew up in Detroit
with his younger siblings Craig, a landscape painter; Arden, who achieved a
double doctorate in education; and Diana (deceased), a singer and dancer
who married painter John A. Jacobson. Holland graduated from Cass
Technical High School's commercial arts program in 1947, received his
undergraduate degree from the Society of Arts and Crafts, now College for
Creative Studies (CCS), and completed his education at the Cranbrook
Academy of Art after serving in the Korean War. 

 

Jay married his high school sweetheart, Lois Sundberg, forging a union that
lasted half a century until her death in 2002. The couple shared an avid
interest in museums, gardening, opera, film, the Civil War and people. 

 

While at Cranbrook, Holland taught privately at the Jewish Community Center
and the Detroit Institute of Arts. From 1964 to 1998 at CCS, he taught
sculpture. Professor Holland simultaneously chaired the Sculpture and Fine
Arts Departments where he had a profound influence on thousands of



students, teaching them to see, remember, replicate and interpret. 
 

Holland's masterful and expressive work is in many public and private
collections. His internationally lauded work was last shown in January 2016 at
the Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture Museum. The exhibit included Holland's
1983-1989 masterpiece, the life-size warrior Manapart. Described by the artist
as "wounded and lacerated," it is an artistic and technical achievement that
emanates power. Holland's former student and friend Todd Erickson said of
his mentor "Jay Holland stood for integrity, culture, generosity and humanity.
He and his work are optimistic, observant and hyper aware of past and
present human condition." 

 

Holland's website includes a fitting epitaph: "The next chapter in this sculpture
saga is in a state of evolution with a promising exhibition on the horizon… and
the sins of old age yet to come." 

 

His last hours were accompanied by his favorite operatic performer, Enrico
Caruso, while awaiting his final repose as all that knew him will appreciate. 

 

Visitation will be held Tuesday, June 21, 2016 from 4-9 p.m. at the Wm.
Sullivan and Son Funeral Home, 705 W 11 Mile Road (4 blocks E of
Woodward), Royal Oak. Share your memories at www.sullivanfuneraldirector
s.com.
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Cynthia Anderson - February 04, 2017 at 01:23 PM

So very sorry to hear of Jay's passing. He was
my cousin's husband and I usually kept in
touch through my mother but hadn't heard
anything after she passed away. I had no
address to reach him. They are together again,
my beautiful cousin and her first and only love.

Ms. Dee - June 18, 2016 at 06:09 AM

My condolences to the family. May you draw close to God in prayer
and he will sustain you.-Psalms 55:22

FS

frank d. squeo - June 18, 2016 at 03:46 PM

I have lost my Dad.
 Thank you Jay for my many sisters and brothers through you.

  
SQUEO (frank) those better than I will carry your torch---

PZ

p zerse - July 14, 2016 at 08:20 AM

My sincere condolences...Jay was a great man to talk to and helped
the kids at Ferndale High by letting them clean up his beloved yard and
gardens for volunteer hours. He and his lovely wife are now together
and he can meet many of his opera singers that he loved.

 Patrick Zerse


