John Alan Leffler

January 29, 1944 - April 20, 2024

John Alan Leffler left this world on April 20, 2024 in the same way he did most
things-quietly, unassumingly, humbly, and without much of a fuss. He was 80
years old, and he was loved every single day of those years: first, by his
parents Clifford and Alice; then by his sisters Jane and Sandy; and later by his
beautiful bride, Linda, who he met at a church bowling event and was married
to for 57 years. His best friend and college roommate Keith married Linda's
sister JoEllen, and they all remained lifelong friends as well as family. Shortly
after they married, Linda and John moved from Ohio to Michigan, where he
worked for and retired from General Motors as they raised three children who
have also been loved every single day of their lives. There are many different
ways to show love, and one of the ways John showed his was by showing up.

He showed up as a deacon in his church, where he sat in the back so he
could take attendance. He showed up on Tuesdays to serve at the Metro
Church of Christ food bank. He showed up to support his kids and grandkids
in all kinds of activities and in all kinds of weather, from basketball, football,
baseball, and wrestling to volleyball, cheer, and dance. In fact, he showed up
so much that he couldn't keep up with his own teams. He recorded every
Tiger and Red Wing game on TV but didn't have time to watch them. He was
often 20 or more games behind and didn't want to hear the outcome, so
nobody was allowed to talk about current sports while he was around.



He showed up for family vacations, from packing nine people in a van for
three days to drive from Michigan to Arizona, to camping trips in the pop-up
camper, to donning a Mr. Potato Head costume at Disney just to make his
family happy. From Punta Cana to Grand Haven, he was always up to do
anything for the people he loved. And that translated to the everyday stuff of
life as well. Whether dog sitting, fixing stuff, or attempting to grill (which he
was horrible at), John was happiest when making other people happy.

He loved bowling and golf, photography and reading. He wore silly turkey hats
at Thanksgiving. He refused to take pills and still ground them up and put
them in pudding. He wore parkas and sat in tents at the grandkids' games. He
was a proud University of Cincinnati Bearcat. He loved euchre, Rummikub,
Bingo, Spoons, and Solitaire. He loved God, and he loved his family-and he
made them all proud. His was a life filled with simple things-but they were and
are the most important things, and his legacy lives on through the people he
loved and the lives he shaped through his quiet, constant example.

John is survived by his children, Steven (Jennifer) Leffler, Julie (Jerry) Parks,
and Lori (Ryan) Leszczynski; grandkids, Justin, Brett, Logan, Alex, Jake,
Carson, Natalie, Abbey, Brady, and Camden; his sister, Sandy; sister-in-law Jo
Ellen (Keith) Cramer; brother-in-law Ben (Lidia) Goodman; and 11 nieces and
nephews. He is preceded in death by wife, Linda, his parents, Alice and
Clifford, his sister, Jane Winters, and brothers-in-law Gene Winters and Marv
McFann.

John's family will receive friends for visitation on Friday, April 26, 2024 from
3:00 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. at the Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Home, 8459 Hall
Road (3 blocks East of Van Dyke), Utica. A funeral service will continue on
Saturday, April 27, visitation from 10:30 a.m. until the time of his service at
11:00 a.m. at Metro Church of Christ, 40100 Dodge Park Rd, Sterling Heights.
The service is being shared and can be viewed by logging on to FB Metro



Church of Christ Facebook page at 11:00.

Entombment at Christian Memorial Cemetery, Rochester Hills.



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 26. 3:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

Wm Sullivan and Son Funeral Home
8459 Hall Road

Utica, MI 48317

(586) 731-2411

utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/

Instate At Church

APR 27.10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Metro Church of Christ
40100 Dodge Park Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Funeral Service

APR 27. 11:00 AM (ET)

Metro Church of Christ
40100 Dodge Park Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48313


mailto:utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/

Tribute Wall

Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Directors created a Live Stream John
Leffler Service in memory of John Alan Leffler

Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Directors - April 27, 2024 at 10:44 AM

Anthony Kasper and staff at Keystone purchased
the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
John Alan Leffler.

Anthony Kasper and staff at Keystone - April 25, 2024 at
01:11 PM

His sister Sandy. McFanns and Comstocks
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of John Alan Leffler.

His sister Sandy. McFanns and Comstocks - April 25, 2024 at
01:06 PM


https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

All our love. Gildersleeves&Malinowskis planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of John Alan Leffler.

All our love. Gildersleeves&Malinowskis - April 25, 2024 at 11:33 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of John Alan Leffler.

April 25, 2024 at 11:33 AM

John was the best neighbor. When any household problem came up
he had every tool you would need and was always willing to help.
We miss seeing him and Linda across the yard.

Tom and Char Tisler - April 24, 2024 at 10:45 PM

Tom & Char Tisler purchased the Country Basket
Blooms for the family of John Alan Leffler.

Tom & Char Tisler - April 24, 2024 at 05:30 PM


https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

John was one of the first people | met after joining the EDS team
out of college in '85. We worked together in the Warren GM Tech
Center and John showed many of us how things worked. We didn't
have Google back then, we had John Leffler to whom we always
knew we could take our toughest problems. He was brilliant but
humble and always had time for us. | was also on the EDS
Clockwork bowling team as a sub and a beginner and no matter
how bad | bowled (it was bad) John always had an encouraging
word.

Thank you John for being a bright example of how its supposed to
be done. Sending thoughts and prayers for you and your family.
-Mark Tuscano

Mark Tuscano - April 24, 2024 at 08:24 AM

Thank you for your kind words Mark. I'm John’s middle daughter we
are happy the news travelled we weren’t sure how to move it along. We
knew about “Olive” so assuming she helped it along. He could always
figure problems out even if it was a painfully long process. Many times |
left my homework on the table with him while | showered and got ready
for bed then came back to ask how to do it once he figured it out.
Couldn’t wait it out. Many thanks from the family

julie parks - April 24, 2024 at 09:13 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of John Alan Leffler.

April 23, 2024 at 09:35 PM


https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

John was a mentor to me and many of us in EDS / GM. He was the
king of Info/Management and TAS. And the bowling each week at
Regal Lanes - EDS Clockwork with Dave Wheaton, Mike Morgan,
and John Leffler!

John will be missed greatly.

Rob Link - April 23, 2024 at 08:07 PM

Thank you for words Rob. We didn’t know how to find any of his
GM/EDS bowling guys. So glad it got to you. | remember hearing about
his “300” non-sanctioned game and we found his 299 ring. Mostly |
remember bowling night him coming home late and he had to keep his
jacket in the garage because it smelled like smoke. &thank you

julie parks - April 24, 2024 at 09:03 AM



