
Margaret Hillert
January 22, 1920 - October 11, 2014

Margaret Hillert, age 94, passed away peacefully in her home on October 11,
2014. She was born in Saginaw to Ilva and Edward Hillert. She is survived by
her brother Richard Del Hillert of Florida and predeceased by her brother
Edward Prudy Hillert. Also surviving are a nephew, John Gay Hillert and two
nieces Mary Kraniak and Kris Lundy, and a cousin, Joyce Hillert. Margaret
received a Nursing Degree from U of M and a teaching degree from Wayne
State University. She taught 1st Grade for Royal Oak Public Schools for 34
years. A noted writer of children's literature, she authored more than 80
Beginning Reader Books including a series titled "Dear Dragon" as well as
poetry. Margaret will be remembered for her commitment to literacy and
poetry as well as her love of cats. She will be missed by many, especially
friends Glenna Washburn, Carol Coury, Cindy Stevens, Judy Crawford, Perry
Edgel, Danalee Henkart, Maggie and John Zysk, step-daughter Tal Roth, and
caregivers Mya and Marquita. Visitation Friday, October 17, 2014 from 1 p.m.
until time of funeral service at 4 p.m. at the Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral
Home, 705 W. Eleven Mile Road 4 blocks E. of Woodward, Royal Oak,
Michigan. Memorials in Margaret's honor to the Michigan Humane Society or
an animal charity of your choice. Please share a thought or memory with the
family at www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com.
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Jenny L. Bates - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I just made a donation to The Donkey Sanctuary in Devon, UK for
Margaret and one other lost to our hearts but not our souls...

Jenny L. Bates - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Here is the image:

Jenny L. Bates - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I have had the privilege of knowing Margaret Hillert all my life and of
being one of three of her "kids" that kept in touch. I will forever miss
her voice. Here is the dedication page of my second book, "The
Bridge That Donkeys Cross.":It is a rare occasion when one finds
one's Self with the guidance of another who can be counted among
first memories and lifelong inspiration.To Margaret HillertAuthor,
poet, my first grade teacher, my friend.

Marianne Miller LaPoint - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Luv, luv, luv her books!! I have many of her early reader books such
as "The Funny Baby" and "The Little Cookie". This is how my three
girls learned to read, and now, as a Special Education Teacher, this
is what I use to teach my students to read! Full of so many sight
words to help improve reading fluency! Remarkable author! I just
mentioned her name last week to a parent and passed on one of
her books for their child to read. Her memory and her books will live
on! : Also, her neice, Mary Ludeman her name at the time was my
sister's friend and my 5th grade teacher at Shrine of the Little
Flower!
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Ann Biggs - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I can't remember if I had Miss. Hillert as a teacher. I Think I may
have, im almost positive I did. What I can remember is sitting in the
library reading and loving her Dear Dragon books. They brought me
great joy as a child and I was so excited that one of our teachers
wrote those books. Even at such a young age I felt proud to go to a
school that had teachers with such talent as she did. I hope these
books are still available for new generations to enjoy. I wish I had
the opportunity to express to her my love of her books.
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Danalee Henkart - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I had a â??long-distanceâ?� friendship with Margaret for decades,
which began in the late 60â??s when her long-time companion was
my mother-in-law. Over all these years, we kept in touch with
various holiday cards and, more recently, phone calls. On several
occasions when I was in Michigan, I had the opportunity tovisit
Margaret. Thanks to Glenna, my last visit was in the Detroit airport
just a few years ago.As you all know, Margaret was an amazingly
talented woman. When several of my nieces now in their 30â??s
were learning to read, they enjoyed Margaretâ??s â??Dear
Dragonâ?� books, and I enjoyed her heartfelt poetry. Our common
interest was cats. My husband and I have two â??seniorâ?� cats, so,
with Margaretâ??s love of cats, we enjoyed sharing â??catâ?� cards,
photos, and stories. I admired her dedication and care of
neighborhood feral cats, even during the harshest days of winter.
Margaret took care of â??her feralsâ?� well into her senior years,
and she was sad when she no longer had the physical capacity to
do so. But what I admiredmost about Margaret was her keen mind,
which she retained to the end. During our last conversation, she
was still thinking about new adventures for â??Dear Dragon.â?� I will
miss our conversations.
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Renee Gentry Dingler - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I fondly remember Miss Hillert as my first grade teacher, and even
kept in touch after graduating from college. She instilled a great love
of reading and writing in her students!
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