
Mary Catherine McGrail
September 15, 1946 - September 5, 2023

In Loving Memory of M. Catherine "Cathy" McGrail. Cathy McGrail, a beloved
figure in the City of Utica and elsewhere, passed away on September 5, 2023
after a life well lived. For twenty-nine (29) years, she faithfully served as the
Utica City Clerk, starting in 1984 when Hall Road was a two-lane street
without a median. She was dedicated to the City and making sure that all
people's votes were always heard by conducting fair and just elections. She
served as president of the Macomb County Clerk's Association, and often
assisted other clerks in performing their duties. She worked hard. Cathy left
an indelible mark on the community she treasured and adored, and where she
chose to raise her family. 

 

Cathy was not just a dedicated public servant, she was also the devoted and
steadfast leader of her family, the greatest joy in life. At young ages, she
instilled the sense of public service into her children and served as an
incredible role model to many. However, by far her pride and joy were her five
grandsons. She held dear every moment spent with them, creating cherished
memories that will be treasured for years to come. She was also a second
"mom" to so many other kids in the neighborhood who will forever be grateful
for her guidance and support. She prioritized family and made sure she
attended every ball game and school function. She loved big. Her loss will
leave a hole in many hearts, family and friends alike. 

 



Cathy was the source of quick wit and laughter for all who knew her. Her
sense of humor brightened the darkest of days and brought smiles to
countless faces. She could lighten any mood with a simple comment or joke.
She laughed often. And she made others do the same. 

 

Her legacy of commitment, love and laughter will forever live on in the hearts
of those who had the privilege of knowing her and will be remembered with
deep gratitude and fondness. 

 

Cathy is predeceased by her parents, Frances and Cleo Boyle and her
husband William J. McGrail, Jr.; her siblings, Patricia (Boyle) Higle, Charles,
and Thomas (Corinne) Boyle. She is survived by her dearest brother John
Francis "Jack" Boyle (Jean Machus). She is survived by her brother and
sister-in-law, Carole (McGrail) Murray and Walt (Susan) McGrail. She is
survived by her children Linda McGrail and Jim McGrail who will always be
grateful for her unending support and love. Last but not least, she is survived
by her five grandchildren who were the love of her life, Colin McGrail, Sean
Belau, Andrew McGrail, Scott Belau, and Zachary Belau. 

Her family will receive friends on Sunday, September 10th from 3:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m. at Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Home, 8459 Hall Road (3 blocks
east of Van Dyke Avenue), Utica. Cathy will be in state Monday at 9:30 a.m.
on September 11th at St. Lawrence Catholic Church, 44633 Utica Road (south
of M-59/Hall Road) Utica, Michigan until the time of her Funeral Mass at 10:00
a.m. 

 

Memorials appreciated to the City of Utica Parks & Recreation, 7550 Auburn
Road, Utica, Michigan 48317-5279. Please share a memory at www.sullivanfu
neraldirectors.com



Cemetery Details

Cremation

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 10. 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Wm Sullivan and Son Funeral Home
8459 Hall Road
Utica, MI 48317
(586) 731-2411
utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/

Instate

SEP 11. 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Lawrence Catholic Church
44633 Utica Road
Utica, MI 48317

Funeral Mass

SEP 11. 10:00 AM.

St. Lawrence Catholic Church-

mailto:utica@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/
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September 09, 2023 at 06:07 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Mary Catherine McGrail.

cindy olsen - September 08, 2023 at 09:57 PM

So very sorry. I lived in the Utica neighborhood for many many
years. Thinking of you all. Sending prayers for peace and strength.
Blessings. . Cindy Olsen

September 08, 2023 at 03:39 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Mary Catherine McGrail.

September 08, 2023 at 10:45 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Mary Catherine McGrail.

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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September 07, 2023 at 10:15 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mary Catherine McGrail.

September 07, 2023 at 07:11 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Mary Catherine McGrail.

Deby Ritter - September 07, 2023 at 12:10 PM

Cathy you made us the Four Musketeers . Lots of pizza, lots of
dinners lots of laughs. You will be truly missed, my dear friend. 
Deby Ritter, John Sarrach, Carol Murray

September 06, 2023 at 09:03 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Mary Catherine McGrail.

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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deanna helgason - September 06, 2023 at 08:55 PM

I was a lucky one who considered her a second mom. For a while, I
think I got told to clean Linda’s room as much as Linda did. 
Thank you, Mrs. McGrail, for always making me feel special,
welcomed and loved when I was with you and your family. You
leave behind a beautiful, loving family. May they always have your
zest for life, your sense of humor and your flair for sarcasm. You
were truly one of a kind. 

Love & Sympathy, Paul and Amy Kaminski - September 06, 2023 at 06:51 PM

Love & Sympathy, Paul and Amy Kaminski planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Catherine McGrail.

Love & Sympathy, Paul and Amy Kaminski - September 06,
2023 at 06:51 PM

Love & Sympathy, Paul and Amy Kaminski
purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Mary Catherine McGrail.

Love, Aunt Corinne & Boyle Family - September 06, 2023 at
04:21 PM

Love, Aunt Corinne & Boyle Family purchased
the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Mary
Catherine McGrail.

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Love, Aunt Corinne & Boyle Family - September 06, 2023 at 04:21 PM

Love, Aunt Corinne & Boyle Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Catherine McGrail.


