Richard "Dick" Gillette

September 25, 1927 - May 3, 2022

Richard "Dick" Gillette, age 94, passed away on May 3, 2022. He was born on
September 25, 1927 in Antwerp, Ohio to Elmer Gillette and Gladys Coil
Gillette.

As a young boy Dick moved with his mother and two brothers to Detroit. Other
than a stint in the Navy, and a few months in Arizona in his late teens, he lived
his life in the Detroit area. In his late teens he met Shirley Reed of Cincinnati,
cousin of his best friend. Their relationship blossomed and they married in
1952. Their marriage spanned over 64 years of deep love and devotion to
each other, and produced four children. Shirley passed away in December
2016.

In 1945, right out of high school, Dick enlisted in the Navy. He was in boot
camp at Great Lakes Naval Training Center when World War |l ended. From
boot camp he was assigned to a dry dock vessel in the Philippines. He served
nine months before he was honorably discharged. He had many memorable
experiences and liked to talk about his time in the Navy. One of his favorite
movies was “Mr. Roberts”, and he liked to say he was in “Mr. Roberts Navy”.
He also would say about his time in the Navy, “If | had had any more fun |
would have had to pay them.”

In 1944, as a teenager, Dick went to work for Detroit's DSR (bus service),



starting out pumping gas into buses. After the Navy he went back to DSR and
was a mechanic at the Shoemaker Heavy Repair Shop. As with the Navy, he
enjoyed his time with DSR and had many experiences he liked to share.

In 1957 he left DSR and went to work for Chevrolet at the Engineering Center
in Warren. He started there as a mechanic in the test car garage, and soon
was promoted to technician with the transmission development group. He
retired in 1990 with more than 32 years of service there. Once again, he liked
his job and liked to talk about it. In retirement he sometimes would pass on
something he’d heard: “If you want to make an old man’s day, talk to him
about his job.”

Dick was a skilled mechanic and could make most repairs on his vehicles, and
on his kids’ too once they began driving. He had quiet pride in his skills and
ability, and his roots. On one occasion he related that after making
adjustments to a transmission undergoing testing, one of the automotive
engineers he was working with said, “I think we should hire more bus
mechanics.”

Dick will be remembered for his pragmatic approach to life, positive attitude,
and dry wit. He was a devoted husband, and a loving and supportive father.
He will be greatly missed but will live on in the memories of immediate and
extended family and friends.

Beloved husband of the late Shirley. Dear father of John (Judy) Gillette, Mary
Ellen (Mark) Hildebrand, Jeffrey (Patricia) Gillette, and Jay (Tracy) Gillette.
Proud grandfather of Anthony Swanson, Christopher Swanson, Reid Gillette,
Beth (Tony) Grim, Jenny (Dave) Kroner, and Jason (Ashley) Hildebrand. Great
grandfather of Walter Spin, Alex & Megan Grim, Arlo & Lucy Kroner, and
Maddie & Collin Hildebrand. Brother of the late Robert "Bob" (Virginia) Gillette
and Kenneth "Lowell" (Virginia) Gillette.



Visitation Thursday, May 12, from 10:30 am — 12:30 pm at Wm. Sullivan &
Son Funeral Home, 705 W. 11 Mile Rd. (4 blocks E. of Woodward), Royal

Oak. Interment Woodlawn Cemetery, Detroit. Share your memories at www.S
ullivanFuneralDirectors.com.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to Alzheimer’s Association would be
appreciated.



Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Cemetery

19975 Woodward Ave
Detroit, Ml 48203

Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 12. 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Wm. Sullivan and Son Funeral Directors-Royal Oak
705 W. Eleven Mile Road

Royal Oak, MI 48067

(248) 541-7000

royal@sullivanfh.com
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/
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Tribute Wall

| knew Richard for close to 20 years. He always struck me as a very
good, decent, honorable, straight-shooter. He will be missed.

Kevin McMillan - May 12, 2022 at 07:21 AM

Thank you, Kevin. Dad had great confidence and trust in you.

John Gillette - May 18, 2022 at 03:11 PM

Mr. Gillette was my mentor as a GMI Co-Op student in the 1970,
and | later was blessed to continue to work with him in the Chevy
Engineering Transmission Development Lab after my graduation. |
never met a more outstanding and upright guy in my 33 years at

GM - and we both lived in Detroit! | grew up just a few miles south of
where he lived, and | was so very thrilled to neet such an
outstanding fellow Detroiter in my early years at GM... God's
Blessings to his family - | know that he's now sharing ‘wonderful
work stories' with all the Angels in Heaven!

Paul Treumuth - May 07, 2022 at 06:06 PM

Thank you for your kind words, Paul. They validated the obituary we
wrote. Included in memorabilia we displayed were items from his days
at CEC.

John Gillette - May 18, 2022 at 03:09 PM



Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Richard "Dick" Gillette.

May 05, 2022 at 07:09 PM
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