Rita M. Boylan

June 13, 1922 - October 28, 2014

ip |

Rita M. Boylan, age 92, a longtime resident of Royal Oak, passed away
October 28, 2014 at her home. She was born June 13, 1922 in Highland Park
to the late Edward and Bridget Theresa Ford. Mrs. Boylan graduated from St.
Mary's Hospital School of Nursing in 1944. She worked for Dr. Philip Neuman
for 24 years. She was a former member of St. Benedict Catholic Church in
Highland Park, Madonna Catholic Church in Detroit, and most recent of St.
Mary Catholic Church in Royal Oak. She was the beloved wife of the late
Walter W. "Bill" Boylan; the couple married May 5, 1945 at St. Benedict
Catholic Church; loving mother of Michael Michelle Boylan of Royal Oak,
Gerry Kathy Boylan of Royal Oak, Maryanne Charlie Boylan of Bath, Barbara
Boylan of Cincinnati, OH, David Boylan of Encinitas, CA and the late Suzanne
Charette, also survived by Suzanne's significant other, Jeff Ellison; dear sister
of the late Mary Wagener, Fr. Walter Ford, Edward Ford, John Ford, Charles
Ford, Marcella Bernhardt and Patricia Ford; proud grandmother of 10
grandchildren: Rachel James Charette, Shannon Steve Crepeau, Will Boylan-
Pett, Moira Mike Clark, Liam Boylan-Pett, Joe Boylan, Dan Boylan, Quinn
Boylan, Connor Albers and Annie Fanta; and five great grandchildren,
Emeline, Asher, Eli, Eileen and Colin. The visitation will be Sunday 3-8 p.m. at
the Wm. Sullivan & Son Funeral Home, 705 W 11 Mile Road 4 blocks E of
Woodward, Royal Oak. Mrs. Boylan will lie in state Monday 10 a.m. until the
time of the Mass 10:30 a.m. at St. Mary Catholic Church in Royal Oak.
Inurnment will take place at Woodlawn Cemetery in Detroit. Memorials to



Detroit PAL, Hospice of Michigan or Focus: HOPE are appreciated. Share
your memories at www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com.



Tribute Wall

My memory of Rita is her willingness at Mike's 65th to get on
Locke's Harley to go for a ride. I'm sorry | didn't know her better,
because her enthusiasm for life's special moments never flagged.

Phil Sheridan - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM
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My mom, Toni Martin, met Rita in nursing school. The friendship
lasted a lifetime.
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My dear funny Rita. | will miss her so much. Especially our singing
together. | want to be just like her when | grow up! Bill is waiting for

you and he's smiling. Marianne Geyer
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We're sorry for the news, but kmow she'll be happy where she is.
Our dear Rita, one of a kind.

Annamary Roach, RN Class of 44 - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM
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Dearest Boylan family-I have such fond memories of your mom !'|
always felt welcomed, even if my elbows sometimes got poked with
your dad's fork for being on the table! The ice skating rink in the
back was a draw-lotsa fun to be had on Lawson. Rita and Bill were
such good friends to Tom and Ida. The last time | saw Rita was four
years ago. She aged gracefully and | know you are grateful for her
peaceful passing. Her spirit lives on in all of you! Your family is in
my thoughts and prayers this week as you celebrate the life of one
of Royal Oak's finest!

Denise Joseph - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM
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Whether it be while visiting at the Boylan home on Lawson many
years ago, or seeing her at various family events later, Mrs.
Boylan's exuberant interest in what was happening in my life and
those of my family members will always be treasured. She really
knew how to reach out to others. There was such an infectious joy
about her, and | think her children’s willingness to explore, to take
risk, to try new things, was transmitted from her. She knew how to
enjoy life while taking seriously what is important: her faith, her
family, her work, her community. The Boylan family will be in our
prayers.

Bob Joseph - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM
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Very sad to hear that the St. Mary community lost another Matriarch
influential in so many lives. Her legacy lives on in some of the nicest
people | know. I'm sorry that | will be out of town for the wake and
mass. The Boylan family will be in our prayers.
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A gracious host when we track nuts would come up in the 70's and
80's for the NCAA Indoor track meets and Mike's birthday. Always

spirited!

Don Connolly - March 25, 2015 at 12:00 AM
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What a true matriarch she was who built a family of some of the
truest people | know. | am so sorry to miss visitation as | will be out
of town. | know her spirit will live on. That is a true blessing.
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