
Commissioner William H.
Roberts
May 27, 1922 - February 6, 2021

Commissioner William Henry Roberts was Promoted to Glory on Saturday,
February 6, 2021 at the age of 98 years and 8 months at Sterling Heights,
Michigan. 

 

William was born on May 27, 1922 in Detroit, Michigan. He was the second of
three children born to William Henry Roberts, Sr., a Cornish immigrant miner
and Lillian Sampson Roberts, a Native American of the Lumbee Tribe. 

 

At the age of 16, William was introduced to The Salvation Army, attending the
Detroit Brightmoor Corps for the first time. Having been so taken with the
music, at the end of the meeting he found his way to the bandmaster and told
him he wished to join his band. He joined the band, he joined the
Torchbearers and became a Corps Cadet. His life was changed! In 1940,
William won the only ever Territorial Contest for “Corps Cadet of the Year” and
was presented his award during the Commissioning of Cadets at Orchestra
Hall in Chicago in 1941. 

 

In 1942, with the world at war, William entered the School for Officer’s Training
to do battle for God. He did well in his studies and War Cry Evangelism.
William played alto horn in the Cadet’s Band, where he found himself sitting
next to an incredibly talented red head from Iowa, Cadet Ivy Anderson, who
would become his wife and partner in ministry for decades. 



Upon his commissioning as an officer in June 1943, Lieutenant Roberts was
assigned to the Detroit Bowery Corps (Harbor Light). In 1945, he was
promoted to the rank of Captain and married the love of his life on May 9 of
that year. They served together in various corps appointments for the next
nineteen years including eight years at his all-time favorite appointment, the
Detroit Harbor Light Center. 

 

Fifteen years of Divisional appointments followed for the Roberts, first as the
Divisional Youth Secretary in the Northern and Eastern Michigan Divisions.
Commissioner Roberts then served for six years as Divisional Commander in
the Western Michigan and Northern Indiana Division and the Midland Division.
While serving as the D.C. in the Midland Division, he inaugurated a program
for victims of child abuse, the first such center in the State of Missouri. His
final appointment in the USA Central Territory was as Field Secretary for
Personnel. 

 

In 1982, the Roberts were sent on their first adventure out of the United
States, where Commissioner Roberts was assigned to the Australia Southern
Territory as Chief Secretary. They loved Australia, and the Aussies loved
them. The next appointment took the Roberts to The Salvation Army
International Headquarters in 1985 where he served as the International
Secretary for the Americas and the Caribbean and for Development. During
this time, Commissioner Roberts served on the Advisory Council to the
General for three years, two of which he served as chairman of the Council. In
addition, he served on the High Council that elected General Eva Burrows.
Commissioner and Mrs. Roberts received their retirement certificates from
General Burrows in London on May 6, 1988. 

 

Commissioner Roberts was a Rotarian for many years in the USA as well as
in Melbourne, Australia and London, England. He earned a Bachelor of Arts



degree in psychology from Wayne State University and attended the
International College for Officers and the Brengle Institute. 

 

Following retirement, the Commissioner stayed active traveling with Mrs.
Roberts to visit family and other places of interest including Alaska. He spent
time with his golf buddies on the course, and served as President of Habitat
for Humanity in Warsaw, Indiana. 

 

Commissioner Roberts truly enjoyed visiting his family. He was genuinely
interested in hearing about their activities and made every effort to attend
special events they were involved in. Each one was remembered by name in
his daily prayers. 

 

William Henry Roberts, a young man of humble beginnings, answered the call
to ministry and responded with his whole heart. He has now gained the riches
of glory for a life well lived for the Kingdom of God. 

 

Commissioner William Roberts is survived by his five children: Commissioner
William A. (Nancy) Roberts, Suzanne (Victor) Danielson, Major Linda Melton,
Betty (Rev. Dr. Joseph) Baunoch, John Roberts, 9 grandchildren, 23 great-
grandchildren, 4 great-great-grandchildren and several nieces and nephews. 

 

Visitation Friday 4-8 pm with funeral 12:30 pm Saturday at the Salvation Army
Royal Oak Citadel Corps, 3015 N. Main Street, Royal Oak, MI 48067. The
funeral will be live streamed at the following link: 

 

https://youtube.com/channel/UCok-P1CMmCWIwW-zvjNGQPQ 
 

Burial will follow at Oakview Cemetery, Royal Oak. Memorial contributions to
the church are appreciated. Please share a memory at www.SullivanFuneralDi



rectors.com.



Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 12. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Salvation Army Royal Oak Citadel Corps
3015 N. Main Street
Royal Oak, MI 48073

Funeral Service

FEB 13. 12:30 PM (ET)

Salvation Army Royal Oak Citadel Corps
3015 N. Main Street
Royal Oak, MI 48073

Burial

FEB 13. 3:00 PM (ET)

Oakview Cemetery
1032 N. Main Street
Royal Oak, MI 48067



Tribute Wall

BB

Betty Baunoch - February 14, 2021 at 02:39 PM

1 file added to the album Celebration of Life

DM

Donna M Miller - February 16, 2021 at 03:44 PM

Thank you so much for posting the service. I loved the Commissioner’s
and they both had a special place in my heart and life.  

  
Donna M Miller

BB
Betty Baunoch - February 23, 2021 at 12:06 PM

Thank you Donna for your kind words.



KL

Ken Locke - February 12, 2021 at 05:26 PM

I was blessed to be the "pastor" of Commissioners William & Ivy
Roberts from 1988 to 1990 in Warsaw, Indiana. They were a
blessing in so many ways. Ivy and I were both from Marshalltown,
Iowa so we hit if off immediately. Unfortunately, I had to resign my
commission to work on my marriage. I went through a divorce but
kept contact with "Bill" (I had a hard time calling him that) through
the Warsaw Rotary Club. I was asked to come back to the Army to
work as an employee at the Warsaw Corps in 1997. The Roberts
were one of my biggest cheer leaders. He always told me that if I
ever wanted to come back to full time ministry he would "endorse"
me. Rotarians remember his booming base voice leading us in song
at the weekly meetings. He had an infectious smile and impacted
our community through Habitat for Humanity. We were sad when
they moved away. I came back as an Envoy with my wife, Sina, in
June 2019 as the Administrators of the Warsaw Corps. I called my
good friend "Bill" and he was so happy. He prayed with me and
closed the conversation admonishing, "Preach the Word. Preach
Jesus. Preach Holiness." Now he has been Promoted To Glory and
has joined that great cloud of witnesses cheering us on! We
remembered him at the Rotary Club meeting today. Thank you
Commissioner "Bill" for mentoring, loving and always pointing to the
Jesus...well done! 

  
Envoy Ken Locke 

 The Salvation Army 
 Warsaw, IN, USA

BB

Betty Baunoch - February 12, 2021 at 08:37 PM

Thank you so much for sharing your wonderful memories of my father.
My parents really enjoyed their time in Warsaw and The Rotary Club
was an important part of his life for a very long time. It is comforting to
know he was remembered by the Rotary Club today. Thank you again
for your kind words.





February 12, 2021 at 01:47 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Commissioner William H. Roberts.

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

